Greetings, to all those with a hungry heart,
SCRIPTURE:
1 Corinthians 2:2 (MSG) – Larger reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-11
“I deliberately kept it plain and simple: first Jesus and who he is; then Jesus and what
he did - Jesus crucified.”
STORY as told by Fred B. Craddock:
Burghardt DuBois, the great black educator, sociologist, and historian, upon
completion of studies at Fisk, Harvard and the University of Berlin, was convinced that
change in the condition of the American black could be effected by careful scientific
investigations into the truth about the black in America. So he proceeded. His research
was flawless and his graphs and charts impeccable. After waiting several years and
hearing not the slightest stir of reform, Dr. DuBois had to accept the truth about Truth:
Its being available does not mean it will be appropriated.
OBSERVATION:
A little knowledge is a dangerous thing. A lot of knowledge is explosive. Unused or
under-used knowledge is corrosive.
Let’s be honest. We already know more about Jesus than we are using. We can shout
biblical passages all day long. We can use the name of God effectively and eloquently.
We can speak with high-sounding platitudes. We speak a better game than we practice.
Paul took his vast knowledge of Christ and made it simple so that all the more could
come into a relationship with Christ. He had but one message and that was Christ and
him crucified. Now place that truth over against the message and activities of the
Church … and what is the result? Don’t we discover a lot of under-used knowledge and
a message burdened by layer upon layer of unimportant background noise that drowns
out the central message of the Gospel.
To simplify the Gospel message doesn’t mean to dumb-it-done. To simplify the Gospel
message doesn’t mean to ignore the great truths found through the pages of the Bible.
The reality is that many of the truths of scripture cannot be heard until the central
message is heard and accepted.
The central message of the Bible is Jesus Christ and him crucified. The challenge is to
trust the reality of that message in what we say and do. We need not quantify it nor
authentic it … all we have to do is live it. God will do the rest.
QUOTE:
“A man may study because his brain is hungry for knowledge, even Bible knowledge.
But he prays because his soul is hungry for God.” - Leonard Ravenhill

PRAYER:
Keep us focused on the mean thing today in all that we say and do.
And the faith journey continues, Pastor Jim
Jmartin450@tampabay.rr.com
386-795-5323
It is amazing how many individuals we are reaching with our
prerecorded Worship Service. This week we are looking at The Year of
Jubilee. Join us on Sunday via our Facebook page: Manatee United
Methodist Church. Invite a neighbor to share the experience with you.
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